Lebanon Township Environmental & Open Space Commission
Agenda
January 7th, 2019

CALL TO ORDER

In compliance with the “Open Public Meetings Act”, notice has been given that the Lebanon Township Environmental and
Open Space Commission conducts its regular business meetings on the first Monday of each month at 7:00 PM in the main
meeting room of the municipal building. Notice of this meeting was published in the Hunterdon County Democrat and the
monthly agendas are posted on the bulletin board of the municipal building.

AGENDA
Topic

Intent/Materials

Kickoff, Roll Call &
Connecting Moment

Call meeting to order and take roll call.

Presentation of
Minutes

Review and approval of December Meeting Minutes. All commission members can approve
except for Mr. Newman who was not present at the December meeting.

Old Business

a) Green Acres Program Inspection Report (Duckworth)
a. Resident Letters
b. Schaaf Debris Removal
c. Green Acres Inspection Report Letter
b) Sustainable Jersey Bronze Certification (Collett)
c) NJWSA Ash Tree Remediation (Duckworth)
d) LT Open Space Signage (Duckworth)
a. Boundary Signage
b. Hiker Signage
e) Red Mill Race Preserve Sign (Henriksen)

New Business

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

Newsletter

EPA 2019 Brownfields Grants (Petzinger)
ANJEC application
SJ TCNJ Volunteer Project (see Attachment 1)
Rutgers Environmental Stewards Program
Collett, Lawler, Hardy reappointments; Chairman election
Green Acres Grant Announcement

Spring newsletter deadline is February 1st. Articles on the docket include:
•
•
•
•

Well Testing (Koch)
Recycling Best Practices (Laul)
EOSC 2019 YIR/Call for Volunteers (Adam)
Tick Article (Petzinger)

Backlog: Invasive Species, Christian Crossroads Dam Removal/History
Correspondence

Acknowledge and share any formal correspondence received by EOSC chair or informal
correspondence received by EOSC members. All correspondence when possible is scanned and
stored digitally in a public access Google Drive folder at
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B14m3wFylheUWjBjNEkwalU4TGc.
•

None

Lebanon Township Environmental & Open Space Commission
Minutes
January 7th, 2019

ROLL CALL
EOSC Member

Role

Attendance

Adam Duckworth

Chairman, Planning Board Liaison

Sharon Petzinger

Member

Warren Newman

Member

Erik Jan Henriksen

Member

Nancy Lawler

Member

Sharon Hardy

Member

X
X
X
No
X
X

Adam Mickley

Member

Kathy Koch

Alternate 1

Marty Collett

Alternate 2

X
X
X

MEETING MINUTES
Topic

Intent/Materials

Kickoff, Roll Call &
Connecting Moment

Call meeting to order and take roll call.

Presentation of
Minutes

Review and approval of December Meeting Minutes. All commission members can approve
except for Mr. Newman who was not present at the December meeting.

Minutes: The meeting was called to order by Mr. Duckworth at 7:03PM. In addition to the EOSC
members mentioned above, Mayor Schmidt and Committeeman Laul were in attendance.

Minutes: Mr. Duckworth asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes from the December
meeting. The motion was made by Ms. Koch, seconded by Ms. Lawler and unanimously
approved.
Old Business

f)

Green Acres Program Inspection Report (Duckworth)
a. Resident Letters
b. Schaaf Debris Removal
c. Green Acres Inspection Report Letter
g) Sustainable Jersey Bronze Certification (Collett)
h) NJWSA Ash Tree Remediation (Duckworth)
i) LT Open Space Signage (Duckworth)
a. Boundary Signage
b. Hiker Signage
j) Red Mill Race Preserve Sign (Henriksen)
Minutes: Mr. Duckworth provided an update on the resident letters for the Schaaf and Nicholson
open space parcels. Ms. Sandorse has printed them and provided them to Mayor Schmidt for
signature. The mailing labels will be available later in the week. Mr. Duckworth stated that the
letters should be in the mail by the end of the week. He then said that he and Committeeman
Laul removed the debris from the Schaaf property and cleared a tree that lay across the trail. He
will have a copy of Green Acres letter for review at the next meeting.
Mr. Duckworth then asked Mr. Collett to review the status of the Sustainable Jersey certification
initiative. Mr. Collett stated that we need 150 points from at least six categories and two priority
actions to obtain bronze certification. He stated that the SJ website seemed to have been
updated recently as there were some good resources now available. He provided a printout of
suggested start-up actions for the team’s review and discussion, asking for input on which

Topic

Intent/Materials
actions might be good for us to go after vs. deprioritize. The team provide a variety of comments
and Mr. Collett stated that he had enough information to take the next step.
Mr. Duckworth then refreshed the team on the communication from NJ Water Supply Authority
(NJWSA), which was discussed at the last meeting. He said that he followed up with Julie
Shelley from NJWSA. Ms. Shelley stated that NJWSA is concerned about the safety of residents
near the boundaries of properties they own and in areas where ash trees may die off and pose a
risk of falling. She stated they are focused on addressing areas where structures exist and
provided the results of an analysis performed to show where those structures are.
Images of Nicholson and Schaaf are attached as Attachments 2 and 3. There were no structures
of concern for Goracy and Fisher. Ms. Petzinger stated that she could identify ash trees and
offered to map any ash trees near these areas of concern. Mayor Schmidt stated that would be
helpful but cautioned that NJWSA may require someone who is certified, although he
acknowledged that Ms. Petzinger was well-qualified and could easily accomplish the task. Mr.
Duckworth agreed to follow up with Ms. Shelley to see if that would be helpful.
Mr. Duckworth moved to the next agenda topic and stated that he had reached out to the County
regarding the park boundary signage but had not heard back from them yet. He stated that this
will be a focus for the next meeting. Ms. Hardy asked if we should post the boundaries of our
properties, like Red Mill Race Preserve, so hikers do not accidentally go on private property. Mr.
Duckworth stated that we spoke about this at the last meeting and determined that it was the
responsibility of the neighboring landowner to post their boundaries. Mr. Collett asked if we
should reach out to property owners nearby the Township open space parcels and suggest that
they do this. The team discussed this but agreed that it was unnecessary.
The Red Mill Race Preserve sign was not discussed as Mr. Henriksen was not present.

New Business

g)
h)
i)
j)
k)
l)

EPA 2019 Brownfields Grants (Petzinger)
ANJEC application
SJ TCNJ Volunteer Project (see Attachment 1)
Rutgers Environmental Stewards Program
Collett, Lawler, Hardy reappointments; Chairman election
Green Acres Grant Announcement

Minutes: Mr. Duckworth asked if Ms. Petzinger had an opportunity to review the 2019 EPA
Brownfields grant opportunity. Ms. Petzinger stated that we have no brownfields in our Township
but it would be possible use the grant money to do an assessment. She stated that a brownfield
is a contaminated site, typically with petroleum but can also be with other controlled substances.
After discussion, it was agreed that we did not have any activities that the grant could be used
for.
Mr. Duckworth stated that he received a membership application for ANJEC. He said that he
would register the Commission unless there was any concern. Ms. Petzinger asked what value
we get from ANJEC. Mr. Duckworth stated there is training, an annual meeting and other
information resources they provide. Ms. Petzinger asked how much it would be if we just paid for
those things as needed. Mr. Duckworth didn’t know but said that was a good question. He would
review if more closely and then bring it back to the team for consideration at the next meeting.
Mr. Duckworth moved on to the next topic and pointed the team to the attachment in their
agenda, which describes an opportunity to leverage TCNJ students for a project. Mr. Duckworth
stated he would be willing to prepare a grant proposal for the students to work at Red Mill Race
Preserve if some other members would commit to helping oversee the work on that day. Mr.
Collett, Ms. Hardy and Ms. Koch all said they would be willing to participate assuming they are
available on the chosen day. Mr. Duckworth said he would work offline with them to determine if
there was a date that would work for all of them.
Mr. Duckworth then stated that Rutgers is offering a program to become an environmental
steward. He stated he advertised the program on the Green Team Facebook page and sent it
directly to some past volunteers. Ms. Lawler stated that she had mixed feelings about the

Topic

Intent/Materials
program.
Moving on, Mr. Duckworth stated that Ms. Lawler, Mr. Collett and Ms. Hardy were all reappointed
to new terms in their existing roles. Mr. Duckworth stated that Mayor Schmidt reappointed him as
Chairman.
Finally, Mr. Duckworth stated that Mayor Schmidt has sent him information on the 2019 Green
Acres grant. The grant letter is attached as Attachment 4. The team reviewed the letter and
discussed the different categories, acknowledging that the planning incentive and stewardship
funding categories were most applicable to the Township. Mayor Schmidt thought that we would
have an existing planning incentive project and would only need to resubmit a letter. He would
follow up with Green Acres on that. He also suggested we review the OSRP and identify some
specific properties to call out in the application. Mr. Duckworth stated he would do that and
review it with the team at the next meeting. Both he and Mayor Schmidt also stated they would
follow up on the stewardship funding opportunity.

Newsletter

Spring newsletter deadline is February 1st. Articles on the docket include:
•
•
•
•

Well Testing (Koch)
Recycling Best Practices (Laul)
EOSC 2019 YIR/Call for Volunteers (Adam)
Tick Article (Petzinger)

Backlog: Invasive Species, Christian Crossroads Dam Removal/History
Minutes: Ms. Koch said she would write the well testing article and that the date for the 2019
event will be May 11th for pick-up and May 13th for drop-off.
Correspondence

Acknowledge and share any formal correspondence received by EOSC chair or informal
correspondence received by EOSC members. All correspondence when possible is scanned and
stored digitally in a public access Google Drive folder at
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B14m3wFylheUWjBjNEkwalU4TGc.
•

None

Minutes: Mr. Duckworth asked if there were any other topics. Ms. Petzinger stated that there is a
proposal from a coalition of groups, including RHA and the Highlands Council, to enforce a
“hands-off” approach to forest management on public properties. Ms. Petzinger and Ms. Lawler
both stated they do not agree with this approach and there is much opposition to it. After
discussion, it was not fully understood what potential impact this would have on Lebanon
Township or if we should actively take a position. Ms. Petzinger stated that she would gather
some resources that discuss both sides of the issue so that EOSC members could become more
knowledgeable on the topic.
Mayor Schmidt noted that the state is considering increasing the scope of Class 1 streams to
include smaller streams. Ms. Lawler stated she is attending the meeting.
Mr. Duckworth asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:55PM. Mr. Collett made the
motion, Mr. Newman seconded, and it was unanimously approved.

Attachment 1

Attachment 2

Attachment 3

Attachment 4

