Lebanon Township Environmental & Open Space Commission
Agenda
December 3rd, 2018
CALL TO ORDER
In compliance with the “Open Public Meetings Act”, notice has been given that the Lebanon Township Environmental and
Open Space Commission conducts its regular business meetings on the first Monday of each month at 7:00 PM in the main
meeting room of the municipal building. Notice of this meeting was published in the Hunterdon County Democrat and the
monthly agendas are posted on the bulletin board of the municipal building.

STANDARD AGENDA
Topic

Intent/Materials

Kickoff, Roll Call &
Connecting Moment

Call meeting to order and take roll call.

Presentation of
Minutes

Review and approval of October Meeting Minutes. All commission members
can approve except for Ms. Koch who were not present at the October meeting.

Old Business

a) Green Acres Program Inspection Report (Duckworth)
a. Nicholson Letter - updated draft attached as Attachment 1
b) Red Mill Race Preserve Sign (Henriksen)

New Business

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

Newsletter

Sustainable Jersey – Path to Bronze (Mickley/Collett)
EPA 2019 Brownfields Grants (Petzinger)
Raritan River Grant (Koch)
RHA State of the Watershed (Koch)
Ash Tree Inquiry – NJWSA (Duckworth) – see Attachment 2
LT Open Space Signage (Duckworth) – see Attachment 3

Spring newsletter deadline is February 1st. Articles on the docket include:




Well Testing (Koch)
Recycling Best Practices (Laul)
EOSC 2019 YIR/Call for Volunteers (Adam)

Backlog: Invasive Species, Christian Crossroads Dam Removal/History
Correspondence

Acknowledge and share any formal correspondence received by EOSC chair or
informal correspondence received by EOSC members. All correspondence
when possible is scanned and stored digitally in a public access Google Drive
folder at
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B14m3wFylheUWjBjNEkwalU4TGc.


Email communication from Julie Shelley, NJWSA, regarding ash tree
concerns on jointly-owned properties

Lebanon Township Environmental & Open Space Commission
Minutes
December 3rd, 2018

ROLL CALL
EOSC Member

Role

Attendance

Adam Duckworth

Chairman, Planning Board Liaison

Sharon Petzinger

Member

Warren Newman

Member

Erik Jan Henriksen

Member

Nancy Lawler

Member

Sharon Hardy

Member

X
X
No
X
X
X

Adam Mickley

Member

Kathy Koch

Alternate 1

Marty Collett

Alternate 2

X
X
X

MEETING MINUTES
Topic

Intent/Materials

Kickoff, Roll Call &
Connecting Moment

Call meeting to order and take roll call.

Presentation of
Minutes

Review and approval of November Meeting Minutes. All commission members
can approve except for Mr. Newman and Mr. Henriksen who were not present
at the November meeting.

Minutes: The meeting was called to order by Mr. Duckworth at 7:07PM. In
addition to EOSC members mentioned above, Mayor Schmidt was in
attendance.

Minutes: Mr. Duckworth asked if there were any comments on the November
Meeting Minutes. There were none. He asked for a motion to approve them. A
motion was made by Ms. Petzinger, seconded by Ms. Lawler and unanimously
approved.
Old Business

c) Green Acres Program Inspection Report (Duckworth)
a. Nicholson Letter - updated draft attached as Attachment 1
d) Red Mill Race Preserve Sign (Henriksen)
Minutes: Mr. Duckworth briefly recapped the discussion on the Nicholson letter
from the October meeting. He stated that the updates requested from the
Commission members have been made and the updated letter was included
with the agenda for review this evening. He stated that Ms. Petzinger had
provided text regarding ORV impact, which has been included.
Mr. Duckworth asked if there were any comments on the letter. A couple minor
typos were identified. Mayor Schmidt suggested we ensure the most important
ORV impact was listed first as a resident may not read the entire list. Ms.

Topic

Intent/Materials
Petzinger said she felt the fire risk would resonate the most with residents.
Mayor Schmidt suggested that the map be updated to include parcel
boundaries. The team agreed. Mr. Collett asked if there was information we
could include that could inform residents of locations where OTV usage was
permitted. The team considered this but decided not to.
Mr. Duckworth asked for a motion to approve the submitted letter with 1) the
addition of the ORV impact text and minor corrections as identified by the team,
and 2) an updated map with parcel boundaries, and circulate the materials to
the parcels designated in the agenda. The motion was made by Ms. Koch,
seconded by Ms. Lawler and unanimously approved.
Mr. Duckworth then stated that the subsequent letter that needed to be sent to
residents neighboring the Schaaf property still needs to be written. He asked
the team if they felt it would be OK to have a sub-committee prepare that letter
using this letter as a template and circulate it without further EOSC review. The
team agreed.
Mr. Duckworth asked for a motion for a sub-committee, to include Mr.
Duckworth, Ms. Hardy and Mr. Henriksen, and with input from Mayor Schmidt
and Committeeman Laul, to prepare and circulate a resident letter for the
Schaaf property using the Nicholson letter as a template. A motion was made
by Ms. Hardy, seconded by Ms. Lawler and unanimously approved.
Mayor Schmidt suggested a copy of the letter be submitted for information
purposes at the next Township Committee meeting .
Mr. Duckworth ask Mr. Henriksen if there was any update on the Red Mill
signage. There was none.

New Business

g)
h)
i)
j)
k)
l)

Sustainable Jersey – Path to Bronze (Mickley/Collett)
EPA 2019 Brownfields Grants (Petzinger) – Table this one.
Raritan River Grant (Koch)
RHA State of the Watershed (Koch)
Ash Tree Inquiry – NJWSA (Duckworth) – see Attachment 2
LT Open Space Signage (Duckworth) – see Attachment 3

Minutes: Mr. Duckworth asked Mr. Mickley if he had an opportunity to review
the Sustainable Jersey framework. Mr. Mickley said that he had. He asked Mr.
Duckworth to display a spreadsheet that he had sent him and Mr. Mickley
reviewed the actions that seemed most appropriate and feasible to the
Township. He was most focused on the waste management actions, which he
had investigated previously. He stated that our recycling coordinator Joann
Fascenelli was experienced with the SJ program. It was stated that our
Township has introduced a prescription drug disposal program so that should
be an easy win for us.
Mr. Duckworth asked if the actions that Mr. Mickley had identified would be
enough to achieve bronze certification. Mr. Mickley stated that he was not sure.
Ms. Lawler stated that the Sustainable Jersey framework isn’t exactly geared
towards a municipality like Lebanon Township; it is more geared towards urban
and suburban communities. Mr. Duckworth asked Mr. Mickley if it would be
possible at the January meeting to have a list of actions prepared that would

Topic

Intent/Materials
get us to bronze certification and perhaps materials for two actions to review.
Mr. Mickley stated that we could.
Mr. Duckworth asked Ms. Petzinger if she had reviewed the EPA 2019
Brownfields Grant opportunity. Ms. Petzinger said she had not received a
request to do so. Mr. Duckworth said he would follow up with her after the
meeting.
Mr. Duckworth asked Ms. Koch if she had reviewed the Raritan River Grant
opportunity. Ms. Koch stated she had but the deadline for projects was
tomorrow and we had no shovel-ready projects as required by the grant. She
then stated that she spoke to Bill Kibler about it and RHA is submitting three
applications.
On a related note, Ms. Koch stated that she is concerned about debris backing
up in the river near her house. Ms. Lawler said to call the local Trout Unlimited
chapter and they might be willing to address it. She also said to contact Bill
Kibler. Ms. Koch stated she already had contacted Bill.
Ms. Koch went on to provide an overview of the RHA State of the Watershed
conference which she attended. Some key learnings are as follows:
•
•
•
•

There is a total of 93 stream monitors
Overall disappointed in a lot of fair and poor results with the entire
region receiving a “C” rating
There is specific concern about conductance results, which is indicative
of excessive salt being dissolved in the water; 80% of results were
above acceptable levels
Microplastics are of growing concern and will be a focus for the future

Ms. Lawler stated that failing conductance results are an indicator of pollution.
Poorly managed water softeners can be a problem and contribute extra salt.
Perhaps we consider writing a water softener article in the newsletter? She
suggested that we consider testing private wells for sodium/salt as part of well
testing.
Mr. Mickley stated there were emerging standards regarding microplastic
levels. Ms. Koch acknowledged this and added that there is also increased
focus at the state level. Mr. Duckworth thanked Ms. Koch for attending and
bringing back this valuable information to the team.
Mr. Duckworth moved the team on to the topic of ash trees. He referenced and
reviewed the email from Julie Shelley included as part of the meeting materials.
He stated that EOSC had previously discussed this topic and had generally
aligned with the approach the County was taking to ash tree management at
the time. We were not considering other proactive measures on jointly-owned
NJWSA properties at this time.
There was discussion regarding signage about ash tree limbs. It was generally
agreed that signage seemed unnecessary as what would a hiker practically do
to avoid a “potential” falling limb. It was agreed that Mr. Duckworth would
contact Ms. Shelley to get more details.
Mr. Duckworth acknowledged the late hour but stated he would briefly review

Topic

Intent/Materials
the open space signage topic with the team so that some concrete actions
could be taken at the January meeting. He provided an overview of the topic
using the slides included in the meeting materials. Mayor Schmidt stated that
the Hagedorn Tract would not fall within scope since it is not a Township
property. Ms. Lawler stated that there had been discussion in the past
regarding naming the Nicholson/Fisher Tract the “Lomerson Preserve” but was
not sure where that conversation had ended up. Ms. Lawler stated that road
signs alerting vehicles of potential hikers would be valuable and a high priority
from her perspective. Mayor Schmidt, with respect to the boundary posting
sign, stated that we should limit the number of not permitted activities listed on
the sign to the top two or three. There was general agreement from the team.

Newsletter

Spring newsletter deadline is February 1st. Articles on the docket include:
•
•
•

Well Testing (Koch)
Recycling Best Practices (Laul)
EOSC 2019 YIR/Call for Volunteers (Adam)

Backlog: Invasive Species, Christian Crossroads Dam Removal/History
Minutes: There was no discussion on the newsletter.
Correspondence

Acknowledge and share any formal correspondence received by EOSC chair or
informal correspondence received by EOSC members. All correspondence
when possible is scanned and stored digitally in a public access Google Drive
folder at
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B14m3wFylheUWjBjNEkwalU4TGc.
•

Email communication from Julie Shelley, NJWSA, regarding ash tree
concerns on jointly-owned properties

Minutes: Regarding the septic correspondence from the last meeting provided
to Ms. Petzinger for review, she highlighted that this permit was actually for an
additional septic for a barn where food processing was intended to occur.
There was consensus from the team that if the DEP approved it then that is
sufficient for us.
Mr. Duckworth asked if there were any other comments before closing the
meeting.
Ms. Petzinger stated that the final copy of the Hunterdon County Strategic Plan
is posted for comments and the final public hearing will be on Thursday at
8:15AM; comments are due by Wednesday.
Mr. Mickley stated that a new tick species has been identified in NJ. Ms.
Petzinger stated that she would write an article about it for the February
newsletter.
Mayor Schmidt stated that the demolitions are done at the Pelio property and
that the county has decided to keep the silo for owl habitat. He stated the
County will be planning some sort of opening ceremony for the park.
Mr. Duckworth asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:10PM. The

Topic

Intent/Materials
motion was made by Ms. Hardy, seconded by Mr. Collett and unanimously
approved.

Attachment 1

Township of Lebanon
Environmental & Open Space
Commission (EOSC)
Municipal Building
530 West Hill Road
Glen Gardner, NJ 08826-6400
December 5th, 2018
Lebanon Township Resident
Re: Lebanon Township Open Space State Inspection Findings
Dear Resident,
This letter is being sent to you because you live near one or more of the Township Open Space
parcels commonly referred to as the Nicholson (Block 49, Lots 89.01 and 89.02) and Fisher
(Block 49, Lot 4.02) properties which were recently inspected by the NJ Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP). A map has been attached for your reference. Together, these
three parcels make up more than 100 acres of preserved open space in the Spruce Run
Watershed, protecting wetlands and drinking water quality, as well as offering passive
recreation opportunities, such as hiking and fishing, for our residents.
This land is jointly owned by Lebanon Township and NJ Water Supply Authority (NJWSA) and
was purchased with funding from the Green Acres Program and Environmental Infrastructure
Finance Program (EIFP). Due to the use of these sources of funding, these parcels periodically
undergo state inspection by the NJ Department of Environmental Protection (NJ DEP).
In the recent state inspection, evidence of hunting apparatus and use of motorized
vehicles was observed on these properties. These activities are not permitted uses of
township open space. If you have observed the property being used in this manner, please
contact the Lebanon Township Police Department at (908) 638-8516. In addition, it was
observed that neighboring private properties may be encroaching upon this protected open
space. Please be sure to observe all property boundaries.
Aside from not being permitted, using motorized off-road vehicles (ORVs) on protected lands
can be dangerous as well as have negative impacts, such as:
•
•
•

ORVs may ignite forest fires from either a hot exhaust system and machine parts, or
sparks from the exhaust system, coming into contact with dried grass or leaves.
ORVs, especially 2-stroke engines, can leak fuel that then seeps into the soil and
groundwater.
The tires and undercarriage of ORVs spread seeds of invasive plant species, creating
worse habitat for deer and other wildlife.
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•

The noise from ORVs spooks wildlife, especially deer, causing them to run in a panic,
even if they are 2,000 yards away! Smaller animals, such as frogs and salamanders,
tend to get run over.

With that said, this is public open space and the Township wholeheartedly supports use of this
space by our residents for approved passive recreation uses, such as hiking, fishing (with
appropriate permits) mountain biking, photography and wildlife observation. Look for improved
signage, communication, maps and trail marking in the coming months. Please contact us if you
have an interest in volunteering to help with these activities, or if you have any other questions
regarding this letter or the Township open space program. Included with this letter is a brochure
more broadly outlining our efforts to preserve Lebanon Township’s beauty and rural character.
Winding country roads, tree-canopied streets, little stone bridges and countless miles of farms
and forests are why many people seek out and set roots in Lebanon Township. Preserving open
space and farmland helps ensure the very essence of our Township remains intact for
generations to come. Thank you for your help in this journey.
Kind Regards,

Adam Duckworth
Chairman, Lebanon Township Environmental & Open Space Commission
ltenv@lebtwp.net

Mike Schmidt
Lebanon Township Mayor and Open Space Coordinator
schmidt@lebtwp.net
cc:

Karen Sandorse, Lebanon Township Clerk
Jack Gale, Lebanon Township Chief of Police
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Targeted Parcels:
Block 49, Lots
• 1-4, 4.06
• 26-30
• 36-39
• 45
• 61-68, 61.01
• 71.03
• 72
• 75-82
• 85-89

Attachment 2

Lebanon Township Open
Space Signage Strategy
WORKING COPY FOR DISCUSSION
Applicable to the following properties:
•

Red Mill Race Preserve

•

Goracy Tract

•

Nicholson/Fisher Tract

•

Schaaf Tract

•

Hagedorn Tract (potentially)

Attachment 2

LT Open Space Sign

Park Entrance Sign

Park Information Sign

Boundary Posting
(external view only)

Miscellaneous

Interpretive Signs

Trailmarker

“Watch for Hikers”
Road Sign

Attachment 2

Boundary Posting Examples

Attachment 2

Boundary Posting
• When to Use
• Use to mark the open space property boundary facing
outward towards neighboring properties.

• Note that the County uses this throughout the
park, as well, so might be confusing that way?
Mike sent picture of yellow version of this.
• LT Sign Text: (TBD)

Attachment 3

Subject

Fwd: Ash tree management on co-owned open space properties

From

LT EOSC Gmail <lebtwspeosc@gmail.com>

To

<ltenv@lebtwp.net>

Date

2018-12-03 07:26

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Julie Shelley <jshelley@njwsa.org>
Date: November 23, 2018 at 4:11:18 PM EST
To: Adam Duckworth <lebtwspeosc@gmail.com>
Subject: Ash tree management on co-owned open space properties
Hi Adam,

The Authority is in the process of developing vegetation management plans for properties that we
own and co-own. Of immediate concern is a plan to address the threats posed by dying ash trees
that threaten adjacent properties.

As you are aware, we co-own the Fisher, Goracy, Nicholson and Schaaf properties with Lebanon
Township and the Township has the responsibility for day-to-day management of the properties.
I'm writing to inquire whether the Township has plans to address dead and dying ash trees so that
we can discuss potential coordination of efforts.

Also, we'd like to develop signage for all of our owned and co-owned properties to advise anyone
visiting of the danger posed by falling limbs from dead and dying ash trees. Has the Township
considered this? Are you aware of existing signage for this purpose?

Please let me know if I should reach out to someone else, if you're not the best point of contact on
this issue. At this point I'm just trying to get a handle on which of our partners may already be
addressing these concerns, and the extent to which we need to prioritize intervention.

Many thanks,
Julie

Julie Shelley

Property & Permit Administrator
New Jersey Water Supply Authority
1851 State Route 31

