
PERENNIAL 
NATIVE GRASSES & GRASS-LIKE PLANTS 
Highlighted plants can be found in nurseries or online 

Scientific Name Common Name 

Agrostis hyemalis winter bentgrass 

Agrostis perennans upland bentgrass 

Andropogon gerardii big bluestem 

Andropogon virginicus broomsedge bluestem 

Aristida purpurascens arrowfeather threeawn 

Bouteloua curtipendula sideoats grama 

Brachyelytrum erectum bearded shorthusk 

Bromus kalmii arctic brome 

Bromus latiglumis earlyleaf brome 

Bromus pubescens hairy woodland brome 

Calamagrostis canadensis bluejoint 

Calamagrostis coarctata arctic reedgrass 

Carex abscondita thicket sedge 

Carex albolutescens greenwhite sedge 

Carex amphibola eastern narrowleaf sedge 

Carex annectens yellowfruit sedge 

Carex argyrantha hay sedge 

Carex atlantica prickly bog sedge 

Carex bicknellii Bicknell's sedge 

Carex brevior shortbeak sedge 

Carex bromoides brome-like sedge 

Carex bushii Bush's sedge 

Carex canescens silvery sedge 

Carex caroliniana Carolina sedge 

Carex cephalophora oval-leaf sedge 

Carex communis fibrousroot sedge 

Carex complanata hirsute sedge 

Carex conjuncta soft fox sedge 

Carex conoidea openfield sedge 

Carex crinita fringed sedge 

Carex cristatella crested sedge 

Carex davisii Davis' sedge 

Carex debilis white edge sedge 

Carex deweyana Dewey sedge 

Carex digitalis slender woodland sedge 

Carex echinata star sedge 

Carex festucacea fescue sedge 

Carex folliculata northern long sedge 



Carex frankii Frank's sedge 

Carex glaucodea blue sedge 

Carex gracillima graceful sedge 

Carex granularis limestone meadow sedge 

Carex grayi Gray's sedge 

Carex grisea inflated narrow-leaf sedge 

Carex hirtifolia pubescent sedge 

Carex hitchcockiana Hitchcock's sedge 

Carex hystericina bottlebrush sedge 

Carex intumescens greater bladder sedge 

Carex jamesii James' sedge 

Carex laevivaginata smoothsheath sedge 

Carex lasiocarpa woollyfruit sedge 

Carex laxiculmis spreading sedge 

Carex laxiflora broad looseflower sedge 

Carex leptalea bristlystalked sedge 

Carex leptonervia nerveless woodland sedge 

Carex lupuliformis false hop sedge 

Carex lupulina hop sedge 

Carex lurida shallow sedge 

Carex meadii Mead's sedge 

Carex muehlenbergii Muhlenberg's sedge 

Carex nigromarginata black edge sedge 

Carex normalis greater straw sedge 

Carex oligocarpa richwoods sedge 

Carex pallescens pale sedge 

Carex pedunculata longstalk sedge 

Carex pensylvanica Pennsylvania sedge 

Carex platyphylla broadleaf sedge 

Carex prasina drooping sedge 

Carex projecta necklace sedge 

Carex retroflexa reflexed sedge 

Carex rosea rosy sedge 

Carex scabrata eastern rough sedge 

Carex scoparia broom sedge 

Carex seorsa weak stellate sedge 

Carex sparganioides bur-reed sedge 

Carex sprengelii Sprengel's sedge 

Carex squarrosa squarrose sedge 

Carex stipata awlfruit sedge 

Carex stricta upright sedge 

Carex styloflexa bent sedge 

Carex swanii Swan's sedge 



Carex tetanica rigid sedge 

Carex torta twisted sedge 

Carex tribuloides blunt broom sedge 

Carex trichocarpa hairyfruit sedge 

Carex umbellata parasol sedge 

Carex vesicaria blister sedge 

Carex vestita velvet sedge 

Carex virescens ribbed sedge 

Carex vulpinoidea fox sedge 

Carex willdenowii Willdenow's sedge 

Cinna arundinacea sweet woodreed 

Cyperus dentatus toothed flatsedge 

Cyperus echinatus globe flatsedge 

Cyperus grayi Gray's flatsedge 

Cyperus lancastriensis manyflower flatsedge 

Cyperus lupulinus Great Plains flatsedge 

Cyperus strigosus strawcolored flatsedge 

Danthonia compressa flattened oatgrass 

Danthonia spicata poverty oatgrass 

Deschampsia flexuosa wavy hairgrass 

Dichanthelium acuminatum tapered rosette grass 

Dichanthelium boscii Bosc's panicgrass 

Dichanthelium clandestinum deertongue 

Dichanthelium commutatum variable panicgrass 

Dichanthelium depauperatum starved panicgrass 

Dichanthelium dichotomum cypress panicgrass 

Dichanthelium latifolium broadleaf rosette grass 

Dichanthelium linearifolium slimleaf panicgrass 

Dichanthelium oligosanthes Heller's rosette grass 

Dichanthelium scoparium velvet panicum 

Dichanthelium sphaerocarpon roundseed panicgrass 

Dichanthelium villosissimum whitehair rosette grass 

Dulichium arundinaceum threeway sedge 

Eleocharis erythropoda bald spikerush 

Eleocharis fallax creeping spikerush 

Eleocharis intermedia matted spikerush 

Eleocharis palustris common spikerush 

Eleocharis tenuis slender spikerush 

Elymus canadensis Canada wildrye 

Elymus hystrix eastern bottlebrush grass 

Elymus riparius riverbank wildrye 

Elymus villosus hairy wildrye 

Elymus virginicus Virginia wildrye 



Eragrostis spectabilis purple lovegrass 

Eriophorum gracile slender cottongrass 

Eriophorum viridicarinatum thinleaf cottonsedge 

Festuca subverticillata nodding fescue 

Glyceria canadensis rattlesnake mannagrass 

Glyceria melicaria melic mannagrass 

Glyceria septentrionalis floating mannagrass 

Glyceria striata fowl mannagrass 

Hordeum jubatum foxtail barley 

Isoetes engelmannii Appalachian quillwort 

Isoetes riparia shore quillwort 

Juncus acuminatus tapertip rush 

Juncus biflorus bog rush 

Juncus canadensis Canadian rush 

Juncus dudleyi Dudley's rush 

Juncus effusus common rush 

Juncus marginatus grassleaf rush 

Juncus nodosus knotted rush 

Juncus secundus lopsided rush 

Juncus subcaudatus woodland rush 

Juncus tenuis poverty rush 

Leersia oryzoides rice cutgrass 

Leersia virginica whitegrass 

Luzula acuminata hairy woodrush 

Luzula echinata hedgehog woodrush 

Muhlenbergia frondosa wirestem muhly 

Muhlenbergia glomerata spiked muhly 

Muhlenbergia mexicana Mexican muhly 

Muhlenbergia schreberi nimblewill 

Muhlenbergia sobolifera rock muhly 

Muhlenbergia sylvatica woodland muhly 

Muhlenbergia tenuiflora slimflower muhly 

Panicum anceps beaked panicgrass 

Panicum rigidulum redtop panicgrass 

Panicum virgatum switchgrass 

Paspalum laeve field paspalum 

Paspalum setaceum thin paspalum 

Phalaris arundinacea reed canarygrass 

Piptatherum racemosum blackseed ricegrass 

Poa alsodes grove bluegrass 

Poa autumnalis autumn bluegrass 

Poa cuspidata early bluegrass 

Poa palustris fowl bluegrass 



Poa sylvestris woodland bluegrass 

Rhynchospora alba white beaksedge 

Rhynchospora capitellata brownish beaksedge 

Rhynchospora recognita globe beaksedge 

Schizachyrium scoparium little bluestem 

Schoenoplectus americanus chairmaker's bulrush 

Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani softstem bulrush 

Scirpus atrovirens green bulrush 

Scirpus cyperinus woolgrass 

Scirpus expansus woodland bulrush 

Scirpus pendulus rufous bulrush 

Scirpus polyphyllus leafy bulrush 

Scleria triglomerata whip nutrush 

Sorghastrum nutans Indiangrass 

Spartina pectinata prairie cordgrass 

Sphenopholis intermedia slender wedgescale 

Sphenopholis nitida shiny wedgescale 

Sphenopholis pensylvanica swamp wedgescale 

Sporobolus clandestinus rough dropseed 

Sporobolus compositus composite dropseed 

Trichophorum planifolium bashful bulrush 

Tridens flavus purpletop tridens 

Tripsacum dactyloides eastern gamagrass 

 


