
 

 

 

Lebanon Township Environmental and Open Space Commission (EOSC) 

April 7, 2025 Meeting Minutes  

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting called to order by Ms. Petzinger at 7:02 pm. Committee member McKee was in 

attendance. Christa Reeves and Craig Fleming of MWA and Tracy Gordon of RHA were in 

attendance for the presentation, and Paige Buzard and one other person were in the audience.   

In compliance with the “Open Public Meetings Act”, notice has been given that the Lebanon 

Township Environmental and Open Space Commission hosts its regular meetings on the first 

Monday of every month at the Lebanon Township Municipal Building. 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 

MEETING MINUTES 

The January 2025 Regular Meeting minutes were presented by Ms. Petzinger. 

Mr. Collett made a motion to accept the January 2025 meeting minutes as amended, seconded 

by Ms. Vuocolo, and unanimously approved with two absentions.  

The March 2025 Regular Meeting minutes were presented by Ms. Petzinger. 

Ms. Grill made a motion to accept the March 2025 meeting minutes as amended, seconded by 

Ms. Vuocolo, and unanimously approved with one abstention. 

PRESENTATION 

Watershed and Stormwater Management Plans by the Musconetcong Watershed Association 

and Raritan Headwaters Association 

 

EOSC Member  Role Roll Call 

Sharon Petzinger Member, Chair Present 

Celia Vuocolo Member Present 

Constance Grill Member Present 

Linda Ryan Member, EOSC Planning Board Member Present 

Marty Collett Member Present 

Nancy Roberts-Lawler Member, MRMC Councilor Present 

Vacant Member n/a 

Vacant Alternate I n/a 

Vacant Alternate II n/a 



Christa Reeves from Musconetcong Watershed Association (MWA) and Tracy Gordon from 

Raritan Headwaters Association (RHA) presented on the draft watershed and stormwater 

management plans for the Musconetcong and Raritan Watersheds. They provided an 

overview of the watersheds as well as the mission and vision of both organizations. MWA 

staff now have a certified lab to analyze water and will soon be able to analyze bacteria as 

well.  Both organizations help to organize dam removals. RHA conducts tree planting in the 

watershed area along stream corridors.  

 

MWA and RHA separately received funding from the Highlands Council to write watershed 

restoration and protection plans for townships to assist with the stormwater management 

MS4 permit requirements. The draft plans for Lebanon Township are note ready to be 

shared but also include information about water quality, ways to mitigate pollution, project 

ideas, public outreach and education programs, and funding opportunities. Specifically, 

319H grants can be available to implement projects within the plans such as green 

infrastructure, rain gardens, riparian buffers, bioswales, and ditch retrofits. Programs the 

EOSC already runs, such as well testing and the native plant swap may be able to fit into the 

MS4 permit requirements.  

 

MWA conducts trainings on rain gardens, rain barrels, and septic tank inspections in 

addition to information on the website. In order to complete the draft plan for Lebanon 

Township, MWA needs locations where flooding occurs, outfall locations for monitoring, 

access to the museum for waster sampling, and a way to contact for DPW for information 

and follow-up meetings. 

 

UPDATES 

 Trail Maintenance Volunteer Day – Mr. Collett, Ms. Ryan, and Ms. Grill were in attendance. 

Three volunteers attended as well. Vegetation is cleared from most of the boardwalk but 

another volunteer day will be needed to complete vegetation removal along the remainder 

of the trail.  

 Well Testing Advertisement – Ms. Grill provided flyers to the Township Clerk to be posted 

on the website and printer to hand out. Sandwich boards will be placed at the municipal 

building, by the museum, and by Valley View two weeks in advance. 

 Anthony Preserve Forest Stewardship Plan – The Township Committee and Planning Board 

had no concerns releasing the draft to the public. The NJ Water Supply Authority had some 

reservations related to properties with EIFP deed restrictions/easements. The Forest Plan 

Subcommittee and forester will try to schedule a meeting with them soon. The agreement 

with NJ Audubon was extended to December 31, 2025 and Highlands Council liaison had no 

concerns with extension in terms of grant funding.  

 

BUSINESS  



Potential New EOSC Member – voting matter 

Ms. Petzinger stated that Ms. Paige Buzard (boo-ZARD) attended the trail maintenance 

volunteer day and expressed interest in becoming a member of EOSC. Ms. Buzard outlined her 

experience and discussed becoming a member of the EOSC.  

 

Mr. Collett made a motion to recommend the mayor appoint Paige Buzard to the vacant 

EOSC regular member position expiring 12/31/2027, seconded by Ms. Roberts-Lawler, and 

unanimously approved.  

 

Deer Hunting – discussion, possible voting matter 

Ms. Petzinger went over the results of the 2024/25 deer hunting program on Township 

open space. Only 9 hunters hunted and a total 8 deer were harvested, 7 of which were 

female. This is an increase from 9 hunters who harvested 5 deer last year.  

 

EOSC member discussed ideas on increasing the number of hunters and deer harvested on 

Township open-space properties.  Any proposed changes need to be brought to the 

Township Committee by the July meeting so the resolution can be passed. Ideas discussed 

included finding funding to donate to Hunters Helping the Hungry, allowing hunting with 

firearms, and encouraging more hunters to hunt the property. EOSC members decided 

advertising more to hunters should come before hunting with firearms. EOSC members also 

agreed to have the subcommittee meet and bring ideas to the EOSC at the May meeting. 

 

Draft Forest Master Plan – voting matter 

Ms. Petzinger presented information about the draft Municipal Forest Stewardship Master 

Plan for Lebanon Township. This plan is meant to provide an overview of forest conditions 

within the 5 properties and recommendations on how to steward the forests according to 

the goals. Overall the draft plan succeeded in doing that. Based on comments received from 

NJWSA about the FSP for Anthony Preserve, Ms. Petzinger suggested some additions and 

revisions to the document before being sent to the Township Committee, NJ Water Supply 

Authority, and Planning Board.  

 

EOSC members discussed the draft plan, agreed the recommendations and prioritizations in 

the plan were good, and suggested revisions.  

 

Ms. Roberts-Lawler made motion to recommend the draft forest stewardship master plan for 

Lebanon Township, as amended, be sent out for stakeholder and public review, pending 

endorsement by the Township Committee, NJ Water Supply Authority, and Planning Board, and 

the public hearing at the June 10 EOSC meeting if possible. The motion was seconded by Ms. 

Grill and unanimously approved with Ms. Vuocolo abstaining. 

 

LIAISON UPDATES 



 MWA – Nancy Roberts-Lawler – see notes above 

 RHA – Constance Grill – see notes above 

 MRMC – Nancy Roberts-Lawler – nothing to report 

 Highlands Council – Tom McKee – nothing to report 

 Planning Board – Linda Ryan – Ms. Petzinger attended the April planning board meeting and 

stated that the planner was able to review the mapping provided by the Highlands Council 

and, based on that, suggested the number of affordable housing units in Lebanon Township 

should be 0.  

OTHER TOPICS/HIGHLIGHTS 

 Member Roundtable 

 Ms. Roberts-Lawler is donating three tables to the Township.  

Ms. Roberts-Lawler made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Collett, and 

unanimously approved.  

Meeting adjourned at 9:33pm. 

 


