
Lebanon Township Environmental and Open Space Commission (EOSC) 

August 4, 2025 Meeting Minutes  

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order by Ms. Petzinger at 7:02 pm. Committee member McKee was 

not in attendance. There was one member of the public in attendance plus one person from 

Raritan Headwaters Association.  

In compliance with the “Open Public Meetings Act”, notice has been given that the Lebanon 

Township Environmental and Open Space Commission hosts its regular meetings on the first 

Monday of every month at the Lebanon Township Municipal Building.  

ROLL CALL 

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES 

The July 2025 Regular Meeting minutes were presented by Ms. Petzinger. 

Mr. Collett made a motion to table the July 2025 meeting minutes, seconded by Ms. Buzard, and 

unanimously approved. 

PRESENTATION 

Samantha LaRocca, Raritan Headwaters Association (RHA) presented on the results of the 

Lebanon Township Community Well Testing Program. In 2025, 96% (68) of purchased kits were 

returned, and 65% of the kits were pre-paid during online registration. Online registration is 

helpful for minimizing wait times and can be advertised more. Four people responded to the 

post-event survey; all appreciated the event and noticed the road signs and social media posts, 

but the municipal website was the biggest source of information for participants. An overview 

of the results are as follows: 

EOSC Member  Role Roll Call 

Sharon Petzinger Member, Chair Present 

Celia Vuocolo Member Absent 

Constance Grill Member Present 

Linda Ryan Member, EOSC Planning Board Member Absent 

Marty Collett Member Present 

Nancy Roberts-Lawler Member, MRMC Councilor Absent 

Paige Buzard Member Present 

Vacant Alternate I n/a 

Vacant Alternate II n/a 



 Coliform bacteria: Sixty-seven wells were tested for bacteria and 9% contained low 

occurrences of bacteria; none contained E. Coli. RHA recommends testing wells coliform 

annually. 

 Nitrates: Sixty-seven wells were tested for nitrates and 9% were close to the limit for 

nitrates but none exceeded limits. RHA recommends testing wells for nitrates annually. 

 Lead: 19% of the 16 wells tested for lead exceeded recommended levels. This would 

typically occur in older homes built before 1987.  

 PFAS: 36% of the 11 wells tested exceeded the federal standard initiated in 2024. The 

highest level in Lebanon Township was 13.3ppt which exceeds federal limits but not state 

limits. RHA conducted 424 PFAS tests in the Raritan watershed and 54% of the wells 

exceeded federal standards. There is a PFAS toolkit on the RHA website for those interested 

in learning more.  

 Arsenic: One out of 19 wells tested exceeded minimum arsenic levels, which was likely a 

location in the southern part of the Township (closer to the Piedmont landscape). Any levels 

of arsenic in the well water is not good and RHA recommends wells be tested every 5 years, 

especially after earthquakes since earthquakes can alter arsenic levels.  

 Radon: Six of the 16 wells tested (19%) had high levels of radon. There is a high potential for 

radon in northwestern NJ, and some areas in Lebanon Township has very high radon levels 

(19-23k pCi/L) compared to the threshold (4k pCi/L). The threshold is based on when radon 

starts to evaporate from the water into the air. Because radon levels are patchy, the 

interactive maps on RHA’s website should be consulted to find out where high levels of 

radon are likely to occur in the Township.  

 

RHA cautions comparing the 2025 results with previous years because the results depend on 

how many wells are tested as well as how many are re-testing to ensure treatments installed 

are working. Results also vary depending on where the wells are located. 

 

In NJ, homeowners are not legally required to test their well while they’re living there – it is 

only required during the sale of the home. That data goes to the state and the state then 

notifies local health departments, who may or may not notify residents.  

 

RHA is developing a PFAS map but it is not complete yet. The Township may request quadrant 

data for Lebanon Township to determine where high levels of PFAS may be a concern to 

residents. RHA’s website also contains guidance for remediation.  

 

For next year’s well-testing event, the EOSC could promote the online registration and pre-pay 

options. Another suggestion was to re-configure the EOSC website to allow the results and 

information be more prominent.  

 

BUSINESS  



Forest Plans: Review of Comments Submitted 

EOSC members reviewed the comments submitted for the draft Lebanon Township 

Municipal Forest Stewardship Master Plan and the draft Forest Stewardship Plan for Anthony 

Preserve, and discussed revisions to the plans and responses to the comments.  

Ms. Buzard made a motion to have a subcommittee revise the draft Forest Stewardship Plan for 

Anthony Preserve and the Lebanon Township Municipal Forest Stewardship Master Plan based 

on the discussion of comments submitted and prepare a draft response to comments. The 

motion was seconded by Mr. Collett and unanimously approved. 

 

Woodglen-Miquin Volunteer Trail Maintenance Date  

EOSC members discussed options for holding the next volunteer trail maintenance day for 

Woodglen-Miquin Trail. The trail maintenance will involve repairing the boardwalk, finish 

clearing the vegetation, and putting up trail markers. The event will be held on Saturday, 

October 18 from 1-4pm with October 25 as a rain date. S. Petzinger will inform the Township 

Clerk and work with the subcommittee to purchase the materials.  

 

LIAISON UPDATES 

 MWA – Nancy Roberts-Lawler  - absent 

 RHA – Constance Grill  - nothing to report 

 MRMC – Nancy Roberts-Lawler - absent 

 Highlands Council – Tom McKee  - absent 

 Planning Board – Linda Ryan - absent 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Collett, seconded by Ms. Grill, and unanimously approved.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15pm.  


