Lebanon Township Environmental and Open Space Commission (EOSC)
September 9, 2025 Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Ms. Petzinger at 7:03 pm. Committee member McKee was
in attendance. There were approximately 10 members of public in attendance.

In compliance with the “Open Public Meetings Act”, notice has been given that the Lebanon
Township Environmental and Open Space Commission hosts its regular meetings on the first
Monday of every month at the Lebanon Township Municipal Building with the exception of
Tuesday July 15, September 9, and November 11, 2025.

ROLL CALL
EOSC Member Role Roll Call
Sharon Petzinger Member, Chair Present
Celia Vuocolo Member Present
Constance Grill Member Absent
Linda Ryan Member, EOSC Planning Board Member Absent
Marty Collett Member Present
Nancy Roberts-Lawler | Member, MRMC Councilor Present
Paige Buzard Member Present
Vacant Alternate | n/a
Vacant Alternate Il n/a

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES
The July 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes were presented by Ms. Petzinger. EOSC members
suggested minor revisions.
Ms. Roberts-Lawler made a motion to approve the July 2025 meeting minutes as amended,
seconded by Mr. Collett, and unanimously approved.

The August 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes were tabled due to lack of a quorum in attendance
to approve the minutes.

UPDATES
Ms. Petzinger stated that supplies were ordered for the Woodglen-Miquin Trail Maintenance
Volunteer Event. Ms. Petzinger will post the hunting signs with the QR code stickers this



weekend on Township open space properties where hunting is allowed, except for the Shady
Lane Access for Anthony Preserve.

BUSINESS
Revisions to the Lebanon Township Municipal Forest Stewardship Master Plan (LTMFSMP) and
response to comments
Ms. Petzinger provided an overview of the revisions to the LTMFSMP and the draft response to
comments submitted.
Ms. Buzard made a motion to open the public comment period for the LTMFSMP revisions,
seconded by Ms. Vuocolo, and unanimously approved.

e Mr. Nicholson stated that most of his concerns from his submitted comments have been
addressed in the proposed revisions.

e Any access from the public through Shady Lane will de-value the properties in the area.
It can be used for emergency use, but we don’t need to state that in the plan.

e Hunters should not have access to Anthony Preserve from Shady Lane because the road
may not be plowed in the winter, etc., which could be liability.

e Requested that the EOSC register the date(s) of herbicide use on Anthony Preserve with
the state for local beekeepers so they can take steps to protect the bees.

e Requested that the EOSC advertise when the draft plan will be on the agendas for the
Planning Board and Township Committee

Mr. Collett made a motion to close the public comment portion of the meeting for the

LTMFSMP revisions, seconded by Ms. Vuocolo, and unanimously approved.

Mr. Collett made a motion to approve the revisions to the LTMFSMP and send the revised
draft to NJ Water Supply Authority, Planning Board, and then the Township Committee for
final review. The motion was seconded by Ms. Buzard and unanimously approved with Ms.
Vuocolo abstaining.

EOSC members discussed the response to comments submitted for the LTMFSMP and means to
disseminate the information to commenters and the public. Once finalized, the response to
comments should be posted on website and emailed to commenters who submitted comments
via email with a link to the final response to comments document.
Ms. Buzard made a motion to post the response to comments submitted for the LTMFSMP,
as amended, on the EOSC website, and send an email to commenters with the link to the
response document. The motion was seconded by Ms. Roberts-Lawler and unanimously
approved.

EOSC members discussed the format for the educational summary of the LTMFSMP for the
public. Options discussed included an online story map, booklet, and tri-fold pamphlet with a
QR code to link to the plans. Members had questions about who will house the online story
map since it needs to be linked to an organization with an ESRI ArcGIS account. Members did



not want a multi-page summary. Ms. Petzinger will reach out to the foresters about ideas and
work with Ms. Buzard to further brainstorm what the final product will be.

Revisions to the Anthony Preserve Forest Stewardship Plan (FSP) and response to comments
S. Petzinger provided an overview of the revisions to the Anthony Preserve FSP and the draft
response to comments submitted.
Ms. Vuocolo made a motion to open the public comment period for the Anthony Preserve
FSP, seconded by Ms. Roberts-Lawler, and unanimously approved.
e There are a lot of mosquitoes in Lot 89.02 and the area is monitored by the County.
e Revise the hunting resolution to clarify that access to Lot 89.02 is through the
easement
Ms. Buzard made a motion to close the public comment portion of the meeting for the
Anthony Preserve FSP, seconded by Ms. Vuocolo, and unanimously approved.

o Approval of Revisions Anthony Preserve—voting matter

Mr. Collett made a motion to approve the revisions to the Anthony Preserve FSP and send
the revised draft to NJ Water Supply Authority, Planning Board, and then the Township
Committee for final review. The motion was seconded by Ms. Buzard and unanimously
approved with Ms. Vuocolo abstaining.

EOSC members discussed the response to comments submitted for the LTMFSMP and means to
disseminate the information to commenters and the public. Once finalized, the response to
comments should be posted on website and emailed to commenters who submitted comments
via email with a link to the final response to comments document.
Ms. Buzard made a motion to post the response to comments as amended on the EOSC
website, and send an email to commenters with the link to the response document. The
motion was seconded by Mr. Collett and unanimously approved.

EOSC Liaison to participate in NJ Water Supply Authority’s Spruce Run and Mulhockaway
Watershed Restoration and Protection Plan

Ms. Petzinger stated that the NJ Water Supply Authority (NJWSA) is looking for someone on the
EOSC to participate in a couple meetings to provide feedback from a local perspective regarding
potential projects, their feasibility and implementation. There may also be some additional
meetings regarding implementing projects in the Township. Ms. Roberts-Lawler stated she does
not have extra time to be the liaison. Ms. Petzinger stated she cannot attend the meetings
because NJWSA is a state agency. Ms. Buzard stated she may be able to participate but wanted
to know how long the meetings would be, what time of day, etc. Members agreed there should
be an alternate to Ms. Buzard and to check with Ms. Grill and Ms. Ryan when they return.

2026 EOSC Budget




EOSC members reviewed the draft 2026 EOSC budget and requested more time to include
implementation of the forest stewardship plan and approve the budget at the October 9
meeting.

NJ Deer Managers Workshop

Ms. Petzinger stated that NJ Fish and Wildlife is hosting a workshop on October 3 from 9am-
2pm at the Central Region (Assunpink) office. The workshop is free, open to one member per
organization, and the RSVP date is September 22. Ms. Vuocolo volunteered to attend the
meeting.

LIAISON UPDATES

MWA — Nancy Roberts-Lawler — Eileen Murphy will be the new Executive Director

RHA — Constance Grill - absent

MRMC — Nancy Roberts-Lawler — The NJ Northwest Rivers Conference will be held on Oct.
17 in Hackettstown. The Delaware River Watershed Forum will be held Oct. 23 and 24 at
Morris County College

Highlands Council — Tom McKee —S. Petzinger mentioned that Highlands Council staff
requested the draft forest plans for review. She stated that this is typically not the process
for grants and the review of draft documents by Highlands staff was not included in the
grant agreement, but the EOSC sent the drafts to Highlands staff in good faith.

Planning Board — Linda Ryan - absent

OTHER TOPICS/HIGHLIGHTS

Security cameras were upgraded and the Police Dept. will remain at the Municipal Building
The EOSC was asked to host a presentation about pesticide use in agricultural lands at the
Nov 11 EOSC meeting. If kept general, the

Ms. Buzard drafted advertisements for the volunteer day, drone surveys, and the benefit of
deer management.

Ms. Vuocolo is actively recruiting hunters for Township open space and mentioned some
were not aware the Township owned open space, let alone allowed hunting.

The lottery for permit bow will be held Sept. 26.

Mr. Collett made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. Vuocolo, and unanimously

approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:34pm.



