Lebanon Township Environmental and Open Space Commission (EOSC)
October 6, 2025 Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Ms. Petzinger at 7:04 pm. Committee member McKee was
in attendance. There was one member of the public in attendance.

In compliance with the “Open Public Meetings Act”, notice has been given that the Lebanon
Township Environmental and Open Space Commission hosts its regular meetings on the first
Monday of every month at the Lebanon Township Municipal Building.

ROLL CALL
EOSC Member Role Roll Call
Sharon Petzinger Member, Chair Present
Celia Vuocolo Member Present
Constance Grill Member Present
Linda Ryan Member, EOSC Planning Board Member Present
Marty Collett Member Present
Nancy Roberts-Lawler | Member, MRMC Councilor Present
Paige Buzard Member Present
Vacant Alternate | n/a
Vacant Alternate Il n/a

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES

The August 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes were presented by Ms. Petzinger. EOSC members
suggested some minor revisions.
Mr. Collett made a motion to approve the August 2025 meeting minutes as amended,
seconded by Ms. Buzard, and unanimously approved with three abstentions.

The September 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes were presented by Ms. Petzinger.
Ms. Vuocolo made a motion to approve the September 2025 meeting minutes as amended,
seconded by Ms. Buzard, and unanimously approved with two abstentions.

UPDATES
Ms. Petzinger provided an overview of the letter the Township received from Green Acres
outlining the concerns from the 5-year inspection conducted in August. Concerns included



possible encroachment on Anthony Preserve and a lack of trail maintenance and markers on
Woodglen-Miquin Trail and the Hendra property. The Township Clerk is handling the response
to Green Acres and the EOSC is assisting where possible. Mr. McKee mentioned there is
uncertainty regarding where the easement on the Hendra property is located for a trail and
needs to be investigated further. He also suggested the EOSC create a plan to maintain the
trails on Township property for the Township Committee to consider.

Ms. Petzinger mentioned that the Woodglen-Miquin Trail Maintenance Event will be held
October 18, 2025 with October 25 as a rain date. The goals for the event are to repair parts of
the boardwalk and clear and mark the trails.

Ms. Petzinger stated that the NJ Water Supply Authority (NJWSA) is looking for EOSC members
to attend meetings about the draft Spruce Run and Mulhockaway Watershed Planning and
Protection Plan. Ms. Buzard and Ms. Grill agreed to be the EOSC liaisons.

Ms. Petzinger mentioned the grant for deer surveys is moving forward. Ms. Vuocolo provided
an overview of the Deer Management Workshop provided by NJ Fish and Wildlife that she
attended. Over 50 organizations/agencies attended, and presenters provided information on
deer populations and drone surveys, human values, and deer hunting. Readington Township
has a deer management program involving hunt clubs and the public and harvest around 130
deer each year. They also have a police officer/liaison to help with public concerns and a
waiting list of hunters to hunt the properties. Similar to our Township, Clinton Township is
having a difficult time recruiting hunters. Discussions about incentivizing hunters to hunt
Township properties included offering free deer corn to hunters, allowing hunters to use ATV
on the properties to retrieve deer, and automatic permit renewals after meeting a deer harvest
qguota. Union and Monmouth Counties set up coolers for hunters to donate deer to Hunters
Helping the Hungry. Ms. Vuocolo mentioned Readington Township is willing to present
information to the EOSC and will reach out to them for availability.

BUSINESS

2026 EOSC Budget
EOSC members discussed and amended the draft 2026 budget based on future trail
maintenance needs, events, and potential stewardship activities on Anthony Preserve once
the draft forest stewardship plan is approved.

Ms. Grill made a motion to approve the 2026 EOSC budget as amended, seconded by Ms.

Roberts-Lawler, and unanimously approved.

Draft Summary of Forest Master Plan for Residents
EOSC members reviewed and discussed changes to the draft pamphlet provided by NJ
Audubon that summarized the Forest Master Plan for residents. Members agreed on the tri-



fold pamphlet format and suggested changes to the wording and format. Ms. Petzinger will
provide EOSC’s suggestions to NJ Audubon.

Draft Forest Master Plan - Comments from NJWSA

EOSC members reviewed and discussed comments provided by NJWSA on the draft Forest
Master Plan and suggested revisions to the draft plan. Ms. Petzinger will send the revised
plan to NJ Audubon for their review.

Ms. Ryan made a motion to revise the draft Forest Master Plan, as discussed, in response to
comments provided by NJWSA, seconded by Mr. Collett, and unanimously approved with Ms.
Vuocolo abstaining.

Potential Open Space Acquisition — Nicholson

Ms. Petzinger stated that she and Ms. Vuocolo visited the area where Mr. Nicholson offered
to subdivide and sell a small portion of his property to allow easier trail access through the
easement in Anthony Preserve. EOSC members reviewed maps and photos of the area and
decided the EOSC cannot move forward to recommend acquisition of this area because it is
part of a conservation easement per the tax map, is mapped as a wetland, and will not be
part of the Anthony Preserve Forest Stewardship Plan so permits may be needed to control
invasive plants.

Pesticide Safety Presentation

Ms. Petzinger mentioned organizing a presentation about pesticide safety and drone use at
the November 11 EOSC meeting since the EOSC will promote the use of herbicide on
Anthony Preserve to control invasive plants and use drones for deer surveys. In addition
there have been reports of residents expressing concern about pesticide and drone use in
the Township. EOSC members agreed. Ms. Petzinger will reach out to the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension and other organizations to find a presenter.

LIAISON UPDATES

MWA — Nancy Roberts-Lawler — MWA is hosting a Water Quality Monitoring Session on
Point Mountain on October 18. MWA is also applying for a NJDEP Green Carbon Grant and
looking for land (public or private) in the watershed where trees need to be planted.
MRMC — Nancy Roberts-Lawler — Nothing to report

RHA — Constance Grill - RHA is hosting a tree planting event along a riparian buffer at
Miquin Woods on November 1.

Highlands Council - Tom McKee — Nothing to report

Planning Board — Linda Ryan — Nothing to report

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Collett, seconded by Ms. Ryan, and unanimously
approved.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:54 pm.



