Lebanon Township Environmental and Open Space Commission (EOSC)
November 11, 2025 Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order by Ms. Petzinger at 7:02 pm. Committee member McKee was
in attendance. There were 16 members of the public in attendance.

In compliance with the “Open Public Meetings Act”, notice has been given that the Lebanon
Township Environmental and Open Space Commission hosts its regular meetings on the first
Monday of every month at the Lebanon Township Municipal Building.

ROLL CALL
EOSC Member Role Roll Call
Sharon Petzinger Member, Chair Present
Celia Vuocolo Member Present
Constance Grill Member Present
Linda Ryan Member, EOSC Planning Board Member Present
Marty Collett Member Present
Nancy Roberts-Lawler | Member, MRMC Councilor Present
Paige Buzard Member Present
Vacant Alternate | n/a
Vacant Alternate Il n/a

PRESENTATION OF MINUTES

The October 2025 Regular Meeting Minutes were presented by Ms. Petzinger. Ms. Ryan
requested some minor revisions.
Ms. Roberts-Lawler made a motion to approve the October 2025 meeting minutes as
amended, seconded by Ms. Vuocolo, and unanimously approved with one abstention.

UPDATES

Ms. Petzinger mentioned that the Woodglen-Miquin Trail Maintenance Event was held on
October 18 and October 25, 2025. It took 8-10 hours of work for six to eight people over both

days, but the trail is marked, cleared, and repaired. Ms. Petzinger showed before and after
photos of the boardwalk and trail, and expressed thanks to all the volunteers who helped.

Ms. Petzinger stated that the draft forest master plan and forest stewardship plan for Anthony
Preserve were recommended by the Planning Board to move to the Township Committee, and



were unanimously approved by the Township Committee by resolution. She mentioned that NJ
Water Supply Authority may need to also sign the Anthony Preserve forest stewardship plan, or
authorize the Township to implement the plan, before it can be sent to NJ Forest Service for
final approval. Ms. Roberts-Lawler mentioned that Highlands Council staff requested the draft
plans and will send the final forest master plan and resolution to them.

Ms. Petzinger also mentioned that the Township Committee passed a resolution accepting the
grant for the deer survey. The next step is for NJDEP Fish & Wildlife to provide a draft
agreement, which the Township Committee will need to review and approve before requesting
bids. At this time it is unknown if the agreement will be completed in time for surveys to be
conducted this winter/spring, but if not it can begin after the leaves are off the trees next fall.

PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION

Ms. Petzinger stated that the EOSC decided to host a presentation and discussion regarding the
use of herbicides to control invasive plants, using fungicides on crops using drones, and the use
of drones in general because residents have expressed concerns. The EOSC was unable to
secure a presenter from the Rutgers Cooperative Extension so Ms. Petzinger conducted
research and provided a general overview about pesticide application and drone use. Ms.
Vuocolo of the EOSC and Mr. Clucas, a local farmer, were also in attendance to help answer
guestions and address concerns from the public.

Below is a brief summary of the presentation entitled Pesticide Safety and Drone Use,
November 11, 2025, and attached is a copy of the presentation.

The most common reason to use pesticides in a forest is to control insect pests like spongy
moth, emerald ash borer, etc., and to control invasive plants. Control of invasive plants
using mechanical and chemical treatment has been recommended for Anthony Preserve in
the forest stewardship plan. The property contains a lot of invasive plants, ranging from 7%
to 62% of the vegetation cover, and include seven different shrub/vine species, two tree
species, and three herbaceous species.

Two methods have been recommended for herbicide use on Anthony Preserve.

1. Basal bark/cut stump is a direct application to the base of a stem or on top of a cut
stem. This is a small-scale treatment to control small trees and shrubs, and may require
an oil-based surfactant to penetrate the bark. This is one of the two herbicide
application methods recommended for Anthony Preserve.

2. Foliar/directed spray is a direct application onto leafy portions of plant or in specific
problem areas. This is a small to medium-scale treatment to control patches of
herbaceous weeds, small trees/shrubs. Application must be done while leaves are green
and, if used to control plants, is most effective in late summer to kill the roots/prevent
re-sprouting. This is the other of the two herbicide application methods recommended
for Anthony Preserve.



When used for pesticide application, drones are generally more precise and produce less
drift than fixed-winged aircraft. Using drones also typically minimizes crop/soil damage.
Drone use for pesticide application requires a commercial pesticide license, a commercial
FAA license, and all drones need to be registered. The EOSC will explore if and when the use
of drones for pesticide application on Township open space is appropriate.

The EOSC also discussed the use of infrared/thermal sensors in commercial drones to
conduct deer surveys at night. The area to be surveyed is evaluated during the day to
identify launch/landing areas and site hazards. The Township received a grant to conduct a
deer survey using drones on Township open space property. The information from the
survey will provide a baseline estimate of the deer population and identify deer hot spots in
those areas that can help inform decisions on how to reduce deer browse on those
properties.

EOSC members and residents asked questions about the presentation and pesticide use, which
Ms. Petzinger, Ms. Vuocolo, Mr. Clucas, and two other local farmers answered. Mr. Clucas
elaborated on using drones to apply fungicides on corn.

All but two members of the public left the meeting after the presentation.

BUSINESS

Terms expiring December 31, 2025
Ms. Petzinger stated that she and Ms. Vuocolo’s terms expire the end of this year. Ms.
Vuocolo expressed interest in renewing her term but also concern about her ability to
commit enough time. She may consider changing her position to an alternate and requested
the vote regarding the renewal of her term be tabled until the December meeting.

Ms. Petzinger stated that she is willing to continue on the EOSC for another term, and to
continue as chair unless another member desired to be chair.
Mr. Collett made a motion to recommend Ms. Petzinger be reappointed to the EOSC and serve
as chair of the EOSC. The motion was seconded by Ms. Roberts-Lawler and unanimously
approved.

Recommendation to appoint Andy Kozlowski to EOSC
Ms. Petzinger mentioned that Mr. Kozlowski, who had attended multiple EOSC meetings
and volunteered for the trail maintenance event, is interested in joining the EOSC and
submitted a citizen leadership form. Mr. Kozlowski mentioned he would be willing to be an
alternate or regular member. The EOSC tabled the vote regarding Mr. Kozlowski’s
recommendation for appointment pending determination of the position Ms. Vuocolo
prefers.

Draft public summary of Forest Master Plan



EOSC members reviewed the revised draft of the Forest Master Plan Pamphlet to be
provided to the public. Members approved of the revisions made and requested additional
minor changes in the wording in the “Recommendations” section of the pamphlet. Ms.
Buzard volunteered to make those changes if the Canva file is able to be shared.

Draft Spruce Run Mulhockaway Creek Watershed Restoration and Protection Plan

EOSC members discussed the draft plan and provided recommendations for Ms. Buzard and
Ms. Grill to discuss with the NJ Water Supply Authority at their meeting on October 17.
Suggestions included incorporating the Township’s Forest Master Plan into the plan,
revising certain words that can be interpreted as mandates to be more aligned with
guidance and recommendations, clarifying confusing language, maps, and tables, adding
deer to the wildlife section, and revising the goals to be more realistic for implementation,
especially by municipalities. An example of the latter was a goal for municipalities to adopt
an ordinance for a septic system registration program that would mandate
inspections/service every three years. EOSC members suggested educational workshops
about septic care as a better and more realistic goal to be implemented instead of
mandating how and when residents should manage their septic systems.

Trail Maintenance Plan

Ms. Grill provided an overview of what is needed to maintain/create trails on Township
open space. After visiting all open space properties, the most common trail needs include
trail clearing and marking, downed tree removal, and inspecting boundaries to ensure they
are still marked. The next step would be to create a draft plan to present to the Township
Committee.

Green Acres 2026 Funding Round

Ms. Petzinger provided an overview of a grant opportunity from Green Acres for trail
creation and invasive plant control. Applications are due Feb 27, 2026, the minimum
funding request is S50k, and the project will require a 50% match, which could be from
Township Open Space Trust Fund monies. A $100k project could include creation of all trails
and/or invasive plant control on all of Anthony Preserve. However, a project this size would
require approval from NJDEP (including trail creation) that will take time to obtain. EOSC
members agreed to defer submission an application for the 2026 funding round, but instead
to seek permission from NJDEP to create trails and control invasive plants. The EOSC will
instead consider applying for the grant in 2027.

LIAISON UPDATES

MWA — Nancy Roberts-Lawler - no update

RHA — Constance Grill - The Raritan River is still being considered for a wild and scenic river
designation.

MRMC — Nancy Roberts-Lawler — no update



e Highlands Council - Tom McKee — nothing to report
e Planning Board — Linda Ryan — The Planning Board recommended both draft forest plans
move to the Township Committee for final approval.

Mr. Collett made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Ms. Ryan, and unanimously approved.

The meeting was adjourned 9:23pm



